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tc ""
Abstracttc "Abstract"
This project is based on interviews with older professional never-married women in Manila regarding their views on family and society. As successful women in the modern sector of the economy, they enjoy both financial security and independence in their personal lives. However, they have come to be regarded as a social phenomenon because their unmarried state challenges universal marriage norms that continue to have a strong hold in Southeast Asia. The interviews show that these women are, overall, fairly conservative in their worldview. The family is one of the dominant considerations in their lives. They see the family as being a very important and dominant feature of their everyday existence. 

tc ""
Objectives/Aims of the studytc "Objectives/Aims of the study"
This project examines one aspect of the rapid social transformation that has been taking place in Southeast Asia, i.e., the emergence of older never-married women as a social phenomenon and how they are regarded by their families and by society. These women have attracted attention because they appear to be challenging long-held societal norms and values that continue to expect men and, especially women, to marry.  Thus, these  never-married women are part of the changing character of marriage and family in Southeast Asia.

The aim of this project is to investigate the impact of rapid social transformation on older professional never-married women in Manila. It examines where they locate themselves in their families and in society, how they define themselves within this context of rapid change and the extent to which these changes have influenced their social identities.

This project is an extension of a study carried out in 1997 that dealt with the status of older professional never-married women in two other Southeast Asian cities, Bangkok and Jakarta. Manila is one of the major cities in Southeast Asia. As a sprawling capital city in the region, Manila shares many characteristics with Bangkok and Jakarta such as being the country’s primary city, the traffic congestion and the wide disparity between the rich and the poor. There is a sizeable modern sector in cities such as Manila, Bangkok and Jakarta where never-married women can find employment. There are, however, a number of important differences.

Since the 1960s, the Philippines has had a significantly higher proportion of older women who had never-married than Thailand or Indonesia.  These statistics are included in an East-West Center paper prepared jointly in 1992 by Peter Xenos and Socorro Gultiano entitled Trends in Female and Male Age at Marriage and Celibacy in Asia.    The numbers do not appear to have changed that much over the last thirty years in the Philippines compared to the two other Southeast Asian countries.  This information is contained in Gavin W Jones’ 1997 article on The Demise of Universal Marriage in East and Southeast Asia.  Thus, the present situation of the never-married women in Manila emerges within a socio-historical context that differs from both Bangkok and Jakarta. Also, the Philippines is a pre-dominantly Christian country while Thailand is overwhelmingly Buddhist and Indonesia is officially Muslim. Manila would provide a different perspective on social relations and family ties among the never-married women in Southeast Asia.

tc ""
Methodologytc "Methodology"
The project in Manila duplicated what was done in Bangkok and Jakarta as closely as possible in order to maintain the comparative element. The respondents were identified through referrals from friends and colleagues in Manila. A few of the respondents provided more names of their friends and colleagues. Twenty-two professional women were interviewed. Their ages ranged from thirty-eight to fifty-two. The interviews typically lasted from thirty minutes to an hour.  After pilot-testing the semi-structured interview schedule that was used in Bangkok and Jakarta, there was no compelling reason to modify this version. The general open-ended questions permitted enough flexibility to pursue salient issues as they arose while covering all the topics of interest. 

tc ""
Resultstc "Results"
This section presents general patterns that were observed among the subject group. It covers various aspects of the lives of the never-married women in Manila that included their living arrangements, their role in their own families, and their views on other women and their families in the Philippines. The focus is on two dimensions, namely, their attitudes, i.e., how much importance they accord to the family unit and how they relate to it, i.e., how they interact with their families in their everyday lives. The following are preliminary observations from the fieldwork that was carried out in Manila.

tc ""
Marriagetc "Marriage"
Marriage or rather their non-marriage is the defining characteristic of this group of women. What stands out is that almost all the women continue to have a fairly positive, or at least a neutral, attitude towards marriage, in general. Most of them said that when they were younger, they had expected to marry. This expressed hope of many of them to marry suggests that they continue to view marriage as being a desirable state. 

The majority of respondents said that they are keeping the marriage option open. One respondent indicated that the desire to marry was not only a personal hope of hers but was also shared by her circle of friends: “Yes, in fact up to now I’m still hoping that I will marry someday. Even among my circle friends, we have not given up on the idea.”

A few women were a little more reticent about marriage and appeared somewhat wary about how marriage would affect their current lives. The loss of independence is a major issue for some of the respondents. One respondent had, for example, given the marriage issue some thought and felt that marriage or even just a relationship would only be acceptable if it did not restrict her lifestyle. She emphasized that she would consider the marriage option “only if it will not tie me down.” 
Other respondents expressed their concern about the loss of independence in terms of the burden of having to take care of a husband.  It seems to be a given that they will have to take care of their husbands and this might mean losing their independence. 
Regardless of their particular views on marriage, these women seemed to be fairly comfortable with their single status. Their responses did not indicate that they feel deprived or isolated because of their not being married.  They enjoy a certain degree of independence which they greatly valued. There was also some concern that this independence may be compromised if they were to marry. Some women were likewise concerned that their lifestyles would be affected while others thought that having a husband would be a burden if they had to take care of them.

tc ""
Strong Women and Weak Mentc "Strong Women and Weak Men"
A number of respondents characterized  Filipino women as being “strong.” This was a recurring theme in the ways that they described their compatriots. The strong Filipino woman is juxtaposed against Filipino men whom they see as weak. One respondent spoke of men being supported by their wives and children. 
Another respondent attributed this state of affairs to the fact that women now work outside the home and have become part of the labor force. She sees working women as being a contributory factor towards making men feel more insecure and, thus, weak.

Another respondent offered a different explanation for this. She thought that the way Filipino children are raised and socialized is the reason why men are weak. She explained that in the Philippines boys are not given any responsibilities while girls are given a lot of chores to do at home, even at a young age:

In the previous section, a number of respondents spoke about the importance of independence and how marriage would probably curtail it. This view of men as being weak and of women as strong provides some insight as to why this is so. If men are weak and women are strong, it would follow that women are the ones who are better able to take on more responsibilities and if these women were to marry, they would eventually take care of their husbands. Taking on this additional burden would be an expected consequence of the characterization of women as strong and men as weak. Thus, from the point of view of these women, marrying would mean having to give up at least some their independence because of the added responsibility of taking care of their husbands.

tc ""
Taking Care of the Familytc "Taking Care of the Family"
It seems that one reason why many respondents saw the Filipino woman as strong is because they take on the primary responsibility for the family. One respondent describes women as the ones who “hold the family together.” When asked what women contribute to their families,  another respondent quantified their contribution as sixty per cent.
The contrast between men and women emerges here again. One respondent characterized women as being overly self-sacrificing for the sake of the family while another thought that men should be more so.

According to a number of respondents, taking care of the family has come to mean making an economic contribution. When asked what this meant, a significant number of women mentioned the magnitude of their financial contribution. 

Another respondent saw women’s economic contribution as making the main difference to their family’s well being. She explains that “Women have to work very hard to bring home the bread ... if you want to have a better quality of life for your family.”

A number of them pointed out that Filipino women have traditionally been in charge of the family finances. In their  role as financial managers, they take on the responsibility of ensuring the well-being of the family.

Thus, the prevailing view is that women in the Philippines make significant economic contributions to their families. It appears that the combination of being responsible for the well-being of their families, their traditional role as the family financial managers and the increasing work opportunities for women have expanded the scope of what taking care of the family means. It now not only includes the traditional nurturing aspects but also encompasses the economic ones, as well. Women are no longer expected just to do the housework and raise the children but have also become breadwinners.

tc ""
Centrality of the Familytc "Centrality of the Family"
Overwhelmingly, the women in Manila saw the family as a very important part of Philippine society. Although the respondents felt strongly about this, there is a certain taken-for-granted aspect to it such that a number of them could not specifically say  why they thought the family is important. Among the specific reasons cited were:  the family as a “core unit of society” and the inter-dependence of the family members. The respondent who spoke about the family as a core unit explains it as follows: “Well, I think that it’s the core unit in society and the world because that’s what constitutes a community, a country and a nation.”  As to the inter-dependence among family members, the family was “very important [because] everyone is dependent on each other ... you cannot function on your own.”

Even though most women spoke of the family in positive terms, there was also the view that the family obligations can become oppressive because of the demands that they place on the individual. One respondent sees the family as “problematic” because she thought that it puts too many demands on the individual. She talks about how women have to be absent from work for reasons such as a family member being ill and concluded that “to the detriment of society, in general, I think that Filipino family ties are too close for comfort.”

Another respondent also sees the negative aspects of the pressures that the family places on the individual but thinks that this is a necessary evil because people need the family. She also thinks that this is especially so in the case of Filipinos:

I think that a lot of people may feel constrained by pressures from the family ... they also seem to be unable to do without their families. We’re not a country of loners ... we like having people around.

All the respondents held the view that the family is very important. Regardless of whether it has a positive or negative effect, there is total consensus that the family is very central to the lives of Filipinos.

tc ""
Living Arrangementstc "Living Arrangements"
The view of the family as being very important is reflected in the daily lives of the never-married women in Manila. While there were some variations in the living arrangements, overwhelmingly the respondents did not live alone. They live with either a relative or had relatives living with her in her own place. Some of them continue to live in their parents’ home.

One of the respondents, for example, lives with her father even if she has a place of her own. She feels that she cannot leave him on his own because he is getting old and frail.

There are respondents who have residences of their own but continue to maintain close ties with their families. One of the respondents, for example, moved out of her mother’s house but still lives in the same neighborhood, about a five-minute drive away. Another respondent has her brother and his family living with her although she reported that they will be moving out soon because they have gotten their own house. 

Other respondents have their own places but they constantly have other people, mainly relatives and sometimes friends, staying with them for varying periods of time. 

There is also an intermediate variation between living with a relative and living in their own place. One respondent has her own place but this is within the compound where her parents’ house is. Even though she has her own place, she was effectively still living with her parents as she spent her time after work in their house, only returning to her own place to sleep.

Only one respondent mentioned living with friends. She has an apartment of her own and is renting out the spare rooms of her apartment to friends. It seems that whether the women were originally from Manila or the provinces, most of them had relatives in the Manila area. Thus, the living arrangements of these women show that they continue to be closely linked to family in a very basic way, i.e., they continue to live in close proximity with their families.

tc ""
Financial Supporters of the Familytc "Financial Supporters of the Family"
In addition to having living arrangements that closely link them with their families, many of them support their families financially, especially their siblings’ children, in one way or another. When asked what her role is in her family, for example, one of the respondents indicated that she is supporting her sister and her sister’s five children after her sister separated from her husband. She describes herself as the “provider when it comes to financial matters” and goes on to explain that “since I am working, I have to provide support for the others and I really want to do this.”

Another respondent also made financial contributions towards the needs of her brother’s children who were living with her but not on a regular basis: “Well, as a family member, especially now, I’m a financial

provider. I share with them, my nephew and niece, special gifts or whatever, clothes. Sometimes contributing towards their educational expenses.” Nevertheless, she appears to be a resource for her family who is able to provide economic assistance when needed.

There appears to be this expectation among the families of the respondents that they would provide financial support to the other family members. Some respondents are less enthusiastic about this role than others. One respondent appeared to be resigned to playing this role when she exclaimed, “Oh well, I guess I am the support. Some of my brothers and sisters, they are not doing well. I provide support for the rest of the family.”

It appears that the family continues to be central to these women’s lives and, in turn, they are very important to their families, especially in financial matters. These women do not only believe that the family is important but actually live it on a day-to-day basis.

tc ""
Summary of Findingstc "Summary of Findings"
Many of the respondents are successful women in their chosen professions in the modern sector of the economy. They enjoy economic security and independence in their personal lives. Nonetheless, these women are fairly conservative in their worldview. They, for example, see marriage as desirable and continue to keep the marriage option open but only if the right man came along. This caveat is best understood in terms of how these women view gender roles in the Philippines. It seems to revolve around the theme of strong women and weak men. These women have to be strong because they are the ones that hold the family together. Women in the Philippines are considered as the backbone of society.

The family is one of the dominant themes in the lives of these women. They see it as very important and the family continues to be a dominant feature in their everyday lives. They live with their relatives and in a number of cases with their parents. Many of these women also have a clear role in their families. They are the ones who provide financial support not only to their parents but also to their siblings and their children. 

While there are clear general patterns and themes that emerge from the data obtained in Manila, the full value of the project will become more evident when compared and contrasted with the data from

Bangkok and Jakarta. It will show how the rapid social transformation has not been a monolithic process. It will place these Southeast Asian women firmly within their social context but also show how global ideas have influenced them. 

tc ""
Issues/Problemstc "Issues/Problems"
Only a few problems were encountered in the field mainly because of the full-support extended by the host institution, the Department of Sociology and Anthropology at Ateneo de Manila University,  especially Dr Emma Porio, the department head. A great deal of assistance was also received from the Philippine Social Science Council.

The author was fortunate to have found accommodations with a family in Manila. It made adjusting to a new environment much easier as there were a number of people who were able to advise me on how best to avoid many potential problems.  Living in an extended family compound made for a very interesting experience in itself.

Aside from locating the respondents, the main hurdles were transportation and safety as I had to travel to wherever was most convenient for my respondent. It was suggested that a taxi be hired by the hour. My host knew a couple of trustworthy drivers who would wait for me while I was conducting the interviews and take me back when I was done. While this was an added expense it was well worth it as there were a number of locations which were rather remote and return transportation was not easily available.

There was a spate of violence while I was in the country and this made it difficult to set up interviews because everyone was reluctant to go out in public for a while. Fortunately things went back to normal in about a week or so and I was able to proceed with my interviews.

tc ""
Specific lessonstc "Specific lessons"
It is believed that the main reason why only relatively few problems were encountered is that the author made a trip to Manila before beginning the actual fieldwork to visit the host university and other various contacts. The visit provided an opportunity to meet a number of people and to get feedback while still in the planning stage of the project. It also gave a sense of what Manila was like, as I had not had the opportunity to visit it before. I was also able to look for suitable accommodations. This facilitated my settling down a great deal and I was able to start interviewing the first week that I was in Manila.  Thus, I was able to complete the fieldwork portion of the project in only two rather than three months.

tc ""
Best practicestc "Best practices"
The opportunity to do fieldwork in Manila was a wonderful experience and I have learned a lot. However, I am uncertain if the approach I took or any of the lessons I learnt would have any direct application to future ASIA fellows projects as each setting is unique and each of us would use different approaches. I believe that keeping an open mind is perhaps the best suggestion that I can offer.

tc ""
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